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Dr Saunders graduated from the Royal Free Hospital in 1969, being awarded his MRCP in
1973. The majority of his gastrointestinal training was undertaken in Dundee, with one
year spent at the Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, focussing on liver disease. He completed his
MD qualification in 1980 on the subject of pancreatic insufficency & pancreatic enzymes.

Appointed at Bedford Hospital as a physician & gastroenterologist in 1980, Dr Saunders
became a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians in 1989. He has served on the District
Health Authority and was clinical tutor before the hospital became a Trust. Since then he
has been clinical director of medicine more than once and medical director 1999-2002. Dr
Saunders is the longest serving chair of the Drugs & Therapeutics committee.
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